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OPINION 1500

Cobitis Linnaeus, 1758 (Osteichthyes, Cypriniformes): Cobitis taenia

Linnaeus, 1758 designated as the type species, and the original spelling of

the family-group name cobitidae Swainson, 1839 confirmed

Ruling

( 1

)

Under the plenary powers:

(a) all previous designations of type species for the nominal genus Cobitis

Linnaeus, 1758 are hereby set aside and Cobitis taenia Linnaeus, 1758 is desig-

nated as type species;

(b) the stem of the generic name Cobitis Linnaeus, 1 758 is, for the purpose of

Article 29a, ruled to be Cobit-.

(2) The name Cobitis Linnaeus, 1 758 (gender: feminine), type species by designation

under the plenary powers in (1) above Cobitis taenia Linnaeus, 1758, is hereby placed

on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology.

(3) The name taenia Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the binomen Cobitis taenia

(specific name of the type species of Cobitis Linnaeus, 1758), is hereby placed on the

Official List of Specific Names in Zoology.

(4) The name cobitidae Swainson, 1839 (type genus Cobitis Linnaeus, 1758) is

hereby placed on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology.

(5) The name Acantophthalmus van Hasselt, 1823 is hereby placed on the Official

Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology (a junior objective synonym

of Co6/?w Linnaeus, 1758).

History of Case 2566

An application for the designation of Cobitis taenia Linnaeus, 1 758 as type species of

Cobitis Linnaeus, 1 758 and a ruling on the spelling of the family-group name cobitidae

Swainson, 1839 was received from Mr M. Kottelat {Laboratoire d'Ichthyologie, Gueret,

Switzerland) on 9 April 1986. After correspondence the case was published in BZN43:

360-362 (December 1986). Notice of the case was given to ten general and eleven

specialist serials. A supportive comment was received from Dr P. G. Bianco (L 'Aquila,

Italy).

Decision of the Commission

On 1 December 1987 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the

proposals pubHshed in BZN 43: 361-362, with an additional proposal to place

Acantophthalmus van Hasselt, 1823 on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid

Generic Names in Zoology. At the close of the voting period on 1 March 1988 the votes

were as follows:

Affirmative votes —22: Alvarado, Bayer, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn (in

part), Halvorsen, Heppell, Holthuis (in part), Kabata, Kraus, Lehtinen, Melville,

Mroczkowski, Ride, Schuster, Starobogatov, Thompson, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink

Negative votes —1: Savage.

No votes were returned by Bernardi and Gruchy.

Savage considered that the arguments for changing the grammatically correct spell-

ing of the family-group name were inadequate. Hahn and Holthuis voted for the
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proposed designation of type species, but did not agree with cobitidae instead of

COBITIDIDAE. On the other hand, Cocks made the following comment: 'This case revives

a wider issue, that of the "correct" formation of family names. I was pleased to see that

the petitioner seeks to conserve cobitidae rather than cobitididae —it is just the sort of

pedantry which introduced the latter form which gives nomenclature a bad name

amongst many of our less taxonomically inclined colleagues. I would favour a much
less aggressive attitude to well-established family names than appears to be prevalent in

the current Code. Alleged Greek roots are the main culprits. Thus in brachiopods the

family athyridae (from the genus Athyris) was stable for more than a century until an

ill-advised systematist was told that it should be athyrididae, since when the situation

has been anything but stable, with some subsequent authors following one pattern and

others the variant. Surely the Commission should reconsider this issue?' Heppell also

suggested that this question should be considered.

Original references

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists and an Official

Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion:

Acantophthalmus van Hasselt, 1 823, Algemeene Konst- en Letter-Bode voor hetjaar 1823, II deel,

no. 35, p. 133.

COBITIDAE Swainson, 1839, in Lardner, D., The Cabinet Cyclopedia, vol. 2, p. 190.

Cobitis Linnaeus, 1758, Systerna Naturae, ed. 10, p. 303.

taenia, Cobitis, Linnaeus, 1758, Systerna Naturae , ed. 10, p. 303.


